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ENGROSSED SENATE BI LL 5210

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Honeyford, Rasnmussen, Roach, Milliken, T. Sheldon,
Parlette and Stevens

Read first tinme 01/20/2003. Referred to Committee on Commerce &
Tr ade.

AN ACT Relating to electrician certification; and anmending RCW
19. 28. 191.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW19.28.191 and 2002 ¢ 249 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Upon receipt of the application, the departnent shall review
t he application and determ ne whether the applicant is eligible to take
an examnation for the master journeyman electrician, journeynman
el ectrician, master specialty electrician, or specialty electrician
certificate of conpetency.

(a) Before July 1, 2005, an applicant who possesses a valid
journeyman electrician certificate of conpetency in effect for the
previous four years and a valid general admnistrator's certificate may
apply for a nmaster journeyman electrician certificate of conpetency
W t hout exam nati on.

(b) Before July 1, 2005, an applicant who possesses a valid
specialty electrician certificate of conpetency, in the specialty
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applied for, for the previous tw years and a valid specialty
admnistrator's certificate, in the specialty applied for, may apply
for a master specialty electrician certificate of conpetency w thout
exam nati on

(c) To be eligible to take the exam nation for a naster journeyman
el ectrician certificate of conpetency the applicant nust have possessed
a valid journeyman electrician certificate of conpetency for four
years.

(d) To be eligible to take the exam nation for a nmaster specialty
el ectrician certificate of conpetency the applicant nust have possessed
a valid specialty electrician certificate of conpetency, in the
specialty applied for, for two years.

(e) To be eligible to take the examnation for a journeyman
certificate of conpetency the applicant nmust have:

(i) Worked in the electrical construction trade for a m ni num of
ei ght thousand hours, of which four thousand hours shall be in
i ndustrial or commercial electrical installation under the supervision
of a master journeyman electrician or journeyman electrician and not
nmore than a total of four thousand hours in all specialties under the
supervi sion of a master journeyman el ectrician, journeynman el ectri ci an,
master specialty electrician working in that electrician's specialty,
or specialty electrician working in that electrician's specialty.
Speciality electricians wth less than a four thousand hour work
experience requirenent cannot credit the tine required to obtain that
specialty towards qualifying to becone a journeyman el ectrician; or

(i1) Successfully conpleted an apprenticeship program approved
under chapter 49.04 RCWfor the electrical construction trade.

(f) To be eligible to take the examnation for a specialty
el ectrician certificate of conpetency the applicant nust have:

(1) Worked in the residential (as specified in WAC 296-46A-
930(2)(a)), punp and irrigation (as specified in WAC 296-46A-
930(2)(b)(i)), sign (as specified in WAC 296-46A-930(2)(c)), limted
energy (as specified in WAC 296-46A-930(2)(e)(i)), nonresidential
mai nt enance (as specified in WAC 296-46A-930(2)(f)(i)), ((+estrieted

nonresiden Taintenance det ermined by the den e N : o))

or other new nonresidential specialties as determ ned by the depart nent
in rule under the supervision of a master journeyman electrician,
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journeyman electrician, nmaster specialty electrician working in that
electrician's specialty, or specialty electrician working in that
electrician's specialty for a m ninumof four thousand hours; or

(1i) Wrrked in the appliance repair specialty as determ ned by the
departnment in rule, restricted nonresidential nmaintenance as determ ned
by the departnent in rule, or a specialty other than the designated
specialties in (f)(i) of this subsection for a mninumof the initia

ninety days, or Jlonger if set by rule by the departnent. The
restricted nonresidential nmaintenance specialty islinmted to a nmaxi num
of 277 volts and 20 anperes for lighting branch circuits and/or a

maxi mum of 250 volts and 60 anperes for other circuits, but excludes
the replacenent or repair of circuit breakers. The initial period nust
be spent under one hundred percent supervision of a master journeynman

el ectrician, journeyman electrician, master specialty electrician
working in that electrician's specialty, or specialty electrician
working in that electrician's specialty. After this initial period, a

person may take the specialty exam nation. If the person passes the
exam nation, the person may work unsupervised for the bal ance of the
m nimum hours required for certification. A person my not be

certified as a specialty electrician in the appliance repair specialty
or in a specialty other than the designated specialities in (f)(i) of
this subsection, however, until the person has worked a m ni mum of two
t housand hours in that specialty, or longer if set by rule by the
departnent; or

(ii1) Successfully conpleted an approved apprenticeship program
under chapter 49.04 RCWfor the applicant's specialty in the electrical
construction trade.

(g Any applicant for a journeyman electrician certificate of
conpetency who has successfully conpleted a two-year program in the
el ectrical <construction trade at public community or technical
colleges, or not-for-profit nationally accredited technical or trade
school s licensed by the work force training and educati on coordi nating
board under chapter 28C. 10 RCW may substitute up to two years of the
technical or trade school program for two years of work experience
under a master journeyman electrician or journeyman electrician. The
applicant shall obtain the additional two years of work experience
required in industrial or comrercial electrical installation prior to
the beginning, or after the conpletion, of the technical school
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program Any applicant who has received training in the electrica
construction trade in the arnmed service of the United States nmay be
eligible to apply arnmed service work experience towards qualification
to take the exam nation for the journeyman electrician certificate of
conpet ency.

(h) An applicant for a specialty electrician certificate of
conpetency who, after January 1, 2000, has successfully conpleted a
two-year program in the electrical construction trade at a public
community or technical college, or a not-for-profit nationally
accredited technical or trade school I|icensed by the work force
training and educati on coordi nating board under chapter 28C. 10 RCW nmay
substitute up to one year of the technical or trade school programfor
one year of work experience under a master journeyman electrician,
journeyman el ectrician, nmaster specialty electrician working in that
electrician's specialty, or specialty electrician working in that
electrician's specialty. Any applicant who has received training in
the electrical construction trade in the arned services of the United
States may be eligible to apply arned service work experience towards
qualification to take the examnation for an appropriate specialty
electrician certificate of conpetency.

(1) The departnment nust determ ne whether hours of training and
experience in the arned services or school program are in the
el ectrical construction trade and appropriate as a substitute for hours
of work experience. The departnent nust use the following criteria for
eval uating the equival ence of classroom electrical training prograns
and work in the electrical construction trade:

(1) A two-year electrical training program nust consist of three
t housand or nore hours.

(i) In a two-year electrical training program a mninmm of two
t housand four hundred hours of student/instructor contact tinme nust be
technical electrical instruction directly related to the scope of work
of the electrical specialty. Student/instructor contact tine includes
| ecture and in-school I ab.

(ti1) The departnment may not allow credit for a program that
accepts nore than one thousand hours transferred from another school's
program

(i1v) Electrical specialty training school prograns of |ess than two
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years will have all of the above student/instructor contact tinme hours
proportionately reduced. Such progranms may not apply to nore than
fifty percent of the work experience required to attain certification.

(v) Electrical training progranms of |ess than two years may not be
credited towards qualification for journeynman electrician unless the
training programis used to gain qualification for a four thousand hour
el ectrical specialty.

(j) No other requirenent for eligibility may be inposed.

(2) The departnment shall establish reasonable rules for the
exam nations to be given applicants for certificates of conpetency. In
establishing the rules, the departnent shall consult with the board.
Upon determnation that the applicant is eligible to take the
exam nation, the departnent shall so notify the applicant, indicating
the tinme and place for taking the exam nation.

(3) No noncertified individual nmay work unsupervi sed nore than one
year beyond the date when the trainee would be eligible to test for a
certificate of conpetency if working on a full-tine basis after
original application for the trainee certificate. For the purposes of
this section, full-tinme basis neans two thousand hours.

--- END ---
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